94    THE HIGH COST OF HITLER

It is interesting to reflect that both Germany and
Britain are in a sense paying now for their be-
haviour in the past six months, the past year.
Hitler is paying for it, because, when he took
Czechoslovakia in March, in flat repudiation of
his word, he alienated any possible British sym-
pathy or support for his present position. The
British Government, in turn, is paying for these
past six months, this past year, because it had
such a shockingly bad record in foreign policy.
Because it was weak before, it must be strong
now. It can't give Hitler anything, because pre-
viously it gave him too much. This is a central
issue in the whole crisis.

The major situation remains unchanged.
There's another note, a second British note
answering the second German note. The im-
mense tension continues. It's a battle of will and
nerves between Chamberlain and Hitler. The
British may be deliberately stringing out this
period of tension as long as possible, first because
they do hope for peace, second because they are
perfectly sure that they can stand the strain
longer than the Germans.

London, August 31, 1939.

We know better where we  stand  to-night.

After these eight days of crisis, of stalemate, of